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This sliield, now in the Louvre, may have been, it is thought,
,-a votive offering made by Hannibal on his approach to the
greatest mountain chain of Europe, which he was about to
cross. And indeed the name Passage is by an ancient tra-
dition of the place said to come from the fact that Hanni-
bal ixiarched that way. Still, such traditions are unreliable.
The .Alps are full of them, and the modern are with diffi-
culty to be distinguished from the ancient.

Near modern Aouste, Brancus, the chief of the Allobroges,

Exits to Insula.

loft   Hannibal.    Here the flat country ends, and  Polybiushe Alps. This latter is therefore clearly indi-
